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SUBJECT: CERTIFICATES OF RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

REF: JIDDA 7844 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON RAISED QUESTION OF 
RELIGIOUS CERTIFICATES WITH AMBASSADOR ALIREZA ON 
DECEMBER 7, NOTING THAT NEW YORK CONSULATE, IN PARTICULAR, 
SEEMED NOT ALWAYS TO BE FOLLOWING WHAT WE UNDERSTOOD TO 
BE SAG POLICY. ALIREZA ASSURED ATHERTON THAT IT IS SAG 
POLICY THAT SUCH CERTIFICATES NOT BE REQUIRED AND GAVE 
FLAT ASSURANCE THIS IS POLICY OF SAUDI OFFICES IN THE 
U.S. ALIREZA TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE THAT WHEN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY HAD ISSUED CIRCULAR INSTRUCTIONS TO THIS EFFECT, 
NEW YORK CONSULATE HAD TAKEN ISSUE, BUT THAT CONSULATE 
HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO FOLLOW POLICY AND TAKE INSTRUCTION 
FROM AMBASSADOR ON THIS ISSUE. (FYI, WE ARE AWARE THAT 
CONSULATE HAS IN FACT DEVIATED FROM THIS POLICY, A 
PROBLEM WE CALLED TO ATTENTION OF SAG EMBASSY IN OCTOBER. 
WE BELIEVE LATEST DISCUSSION SHOULD SOLVE PROBLEM, BUT 
WILL REMAIN ALERT TO CONSULATE'S PRACTICES). 
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2. ALIREZA ALSO STATED THAT VISA APPLICATION INSTRUCTION 
SHEET WHICH ACCOMPANIES APPLICATION FORM IS BEING 

REPRINTED TO ELIMINATE ANY REFERENCE TO RELIGIOUS 
CERTIFICATES. UP TO NOW, EMBASSY HAD MERELY CROSSED 
OUT THIS REQUIREMENT BY HAND. HE ADDED THAT IF 
APPLICANTS PRESENT CERTIFICATES SAUDI VISA OFFICERS 
ARE INSTRUCTED TO ACCEPT THEM. 

3. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT CERTIFICATES WERE 
ELIMINATED BY A CIRCULAR INSTRUCTION TO ALL SAUDI 
EMBASSIES ABROAD. IN ADDITION TO POSTS LISTED REFTEL, 

WE HAVE REPORTS THAT CERTIFICATES HAVE RECENTLY BEEN 
REQUIRED OF AMERICANS IN THE HAGUE. EMBASSY IIDDA 
SHOULD CALL TO ATTENTION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY APPARENT NEED 
TO REAFFIRM SAG POLICY TO ITS POSTS ABROAD, NOTING THAT 

SO LONG AS CERTIFICATES ARE REQUIRED AT ANY POST 
CONFUSION AS TO ACTUAL POLICY PERSISTS, AND PROHIBITS US 
FROM GIVING UNQUALIFIED ASSURANCES IN RESPONSE TO 
INQUIRIES ABOUT PRESENT POLICY. KISSINGER 
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